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On Jan. 26, the army high command released a communique announcing unanticipated changes
in top positions. Air force chief Col. Roberto Mendoza was removed, and Col. Hector Castro Cabus
appointed in his place. In addition, commanders of the 2nd, 3rd, 7th, and 12th army battalions
were replaced. The army indicated that these "routine changes" were part of a "restructuring
process mandated by the new internal leadership," and "should not cause alarm to the general
population." The Agence France Presse cited military sources who said the command replacements
were mandated by armed forces commander Gen. Luis Alonso Discua. The general took over in
mid-December. Mendoza's forced retirement as air force commander and subsequent appointment
as director of population and migration policy was reportedly not well received by senior air
force officers and other military commanders. ACAN-EFE cited unidentified sources close to the
military who reported that commanders of airbases at Palmerola, San Pedro Sula and La Ceiba were
opposed to high command's decision. Mendoza reacted to the news by locking himself in an office
at the Tegucigalpa airbase. Mendoza's action was followed by unusual troop deployments including
military helicopters hovering over the capital city , through Jan. 28. Access to the Tegucigalpa
airbase was restricted to official vehicles. (Basic data from AFP, 01/27/91; EFE, 01/28/91; ACAN-EFE,
01/27/91, 01/28/91)
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